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explore how they belong together, who 
they are as individuals and who God has 
created them to be.  I am expectant to 
see our students learning and growing 
this year under the direction of Emily 
McCann and her team.  On Friday last 
week, I took the three Year 1 classes for a 
brief tour of the Centre and they imme-
diately were able to play and explore 
and enjoy the garden together.  
You would see that Camp Australia have 
surveyed families again to see if it is 
viable to run a Holiday program here at 
Bethany each school holidays.  Please 
register your interest if you would like to 
access holiday care for your child here.  
I would love to have Before and After 
school care as well as Holiday care to 
provide for families within this environ-
ment.
Next Monday is a public holiday, so I 
would encourage you and your fami-
ly to enjoy some rest as students will 
benefit from some rest, relaxation and 
family time.  I am reminded of how 
quickly our children grow up with my 
own children turning 22 and 20 recently.  
The time that you give to your young 
children now is essential to setting them 
on a course of success for their future.  
Success is not about making money or 
striving to be better than others, Jesus 
teaches us that success is about knowing 
God and His good plans for our lives.  It 
is helping our children to understand 
how to hear from God and to obey his 
leading that helps our children to find 
contentment and peace and to know 
that they are loved and valued.  This 
confidence is not easily shaken even 

It is hard to believe that we are half way 
through Term 1 already.  Our Reception 
students have their last Wednesday rest 
day this week and will join us full time 
for the rest of the year.
Exciting news, our Early Learning Centre 
received registration approval and so 
we have opened our new building for 
students this week! The staff have been 
working very hard to set up this space 
but also to prepare our ELC students to 
use this space thoughtfully.  The Nature 
Play garden has created a lot of inter-
est because of how it helps children to 

in the difficult times that we face.  If 
you are not sure how to hear from God 
yourself, I would encourage you first to 
ask Him and also to connect with a local 
church where others can support you as 
a family.
Our two visiting Indonesian teachers 
have had a wonderful time visiting our 
classes and learning about education in 
Australia.  They have commented to me 
about how much they have learned and 
what they will take back to our House of 
Hope School in Sumatra.  
We received a letter last week from the 
Robert Randall, the CEO of ACARA once 
again congratulating our school for the 
gain shown in our NAPLAN results for 
the second year in a row.  “I am pleased 
to advise that ACARA has identified your 
school as having demonstrated substan-
tially above average gain in NAPLAN 
results.  On behalf of ACARA, I would 
like to extend my congratulations to 
you and your school community on this 
achievement. Gains of this magnitude 
are significant and worthy of highlight-
ing and acknowledgement.”
It is good to celebrate these kinds of 
gains that show that our students are 
continuing to learn above the expected 
rate of growth.  Our teaching and learn-
ing experiences are helping students to 
keep progressing and we appreciate the 
teachers, support staff and your partner-
ship on this learning journey.
Have a wonderful, restful long weekend,

Wendy Matear 
Principal
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Fact sheet
 

Schools demonstrating substantially above average gain
The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA) is responsible 
for Australia's national reporting program, including My School. The My School website is 
updated annually with the previous year’s NAPLAN results and other enhancements.

For the past few years, ACARA has released information on schools demonstrating 
substantially above average gain in their NAPLAN results as students progress from Year 
3 to Year 5 and from Year 7 to Year 9. Gains of this magnitude are significant and worthy 
of acknowledgement. 

School leaders in schools with above average gain can talk about how they achieved 
these gains to enable other schools to learn from them. For example, a new school-based 
literacy or numeracy initiative may have led to better NAPLAN results. 

Identifying substantially above average gain 

My School reports three type of gains in student achievement:

i. overall gain compared to previous years; and

ii. gain compared to schools with similar students based on the Index of Community 
Socio-Educational Advantage (ICSEA) level; and  

iii. gain compared to other students at the same average NAPLAN starting score.

Schools identified with above average gain have demonstrated substantial improvement in
both reading and numeracy (except where noted) as follows:

1. an overall gain that exceeds the national average by more than one standard 
deviation unit; and

2. an overall gain higher than schools with similar ICSEA levels, by more than one 
standard deviation unit; and

3. an overall gain higher than that shown by students with the same NAPLAN starting 
score, also by more than one standard deviation unit. 

In addition, to ensure diverse representation of schools within each state and territory and 
across ICSEA levels, some schools that do not meet these strict criteria on all three 
criteria, but nonetheless show gains that are significantly above average in reading and 
numeracy, were also identified.

All identified schools had to have matched NAPLAN results for at least 15 students and 
the overall percentages of matched students had to be higher than 70 per cent. For more 
information, contact ACARA.
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Deputy's Corner
Student Birthday Celebration Alter-
native Ideas

In the past, many parents have 
celebrated their child’s birthday by 
bringing in a cake or cupcakes for 
each member of the class.  It seems 
like such a wonderful idea, but it can 
put pressure on parents to be organ-
ised to bake and decorate cakes or 
to pick up cakes mid-week.  It can 
also put unnecessary stress on the 
student who cannot bring anything to 
share with their classmates.  Another 
consideration is whether or not their 
peers have a food allergy.  It can be 
quite disappointing for the child who 
has an egg, dairy or gluten allergy to 
not be included in the celebratory 
cup cake.

There are a number of alternatives 
to bringing in food to celebrate your 
child’s birthday.  Some ideas might be 
to make up a little party bag with a 
pencil and stickers.  Another idea was 
to buy a packet of glitter gel pens and 
break up the pack so that every child 
receives one glitter pen.  Stickers, 
stamps, balloons, tiny bubble contain-
ers or little party novelty items are a 
relatively cost effective, time saving 
and all-inclusive alternative to the 
cup-cakes.  A packet of hard lollies 
or chocolate Freddos so that each 
student receives one sweet has also 
been suggested, but be aware that 
such foods are not a healthy option 
and that some students cannot eat 
them due to allergies.  If you are in 
doubt about what to bring for your 
child’s birthday celebration, the best 
person to ask is the classroom teach-
er!

Traffic and Courteous Road Usage

Thank you to everyone who has been 
using our turning circle and surround-
ing streets sensibly and respectfully.  
Such behaviour is most appreciated.

Drivers are encouraged not to turn 
right onto Countess Street from Byron 
Bay Drive during peak school drop 
off and pick up periods, as they are 
then using Caroline Grove or Caro-
line Drive to get back onto Countess 
Street for a correct right hand turn 

into Temple Christian School’s gate.  
This frustrates the drivers who have 
correctly driven to Blaess Drive, turn-
ing onto Countess Street to line up 
for entrance into the turning circle.  
Please be courteous towards those 
who have been sitting in line waiting 
to drive into the turning circle by not 
merging into the line-up via Caroline 
Drive.  Your help will make significant 
improvement in the traffic before and 
after school, thank you!

Student Toilet Use Only

Parents are requested not to accom-
pany any child into the student toilets 
on site.  Should you need to take 
your toddler to the toilet, the staff 
toilet adjacent to the Care Room has 
been made available to you.  It is an 
expectation that all school aged chil-
dren are able to use the toilet inde-
pendently.  It is a significant breach of 
duty of care to our students to have 
an adult in the student toilets.  Your 
compliance in this matter is greatly 
appreciated.

Meningococcal Vaccines

A number of parents have contacted 
the school with queries in regards to 
whether or not our school would be 
offering the Meningococcal Vaccine.  
At this time, the Meningococcal Vac-
cine is a trial and is only funded for 
Years 10, 11 & 12.   This trial has been 
started with this age group in accor-
dance to the latest research informa-
tion and recommendations.  Should 
you have any questions in regards to 
having your child vaccinated against 
Meningococcal, please make an 
appointment with your GP (doctor).  
Alternatively, you can also speak to a 
healthcare professional on the Parent 
Helpline by phoning 1300 364 100 
(local call cost in South Australia).

I wish you and your family a wonder-
ful week!

God bless you,

Deb Clifford

Deputy Principal

ELC News

What an exciting week we have had in 
the Bethany ELC!  Our youngest students 
were able to start the week in their new 
ELC building and they have thoroughly 
enjoyed the purpose-built area, playing 
and learning together joyfully.  It was a 
delight to see our ELC students explore 
the outdoor area with excitement and 
energy.  The natural surrounds of both 
the indoor and outdoor areas allow staff 
and students to play, learn and work 
in a way that is driven by the develop-
mental needs of students without being 
hindered by restrictive spaces and fixed 
equipment.  

A big thank you to our ELC families 
who have patiently waited for the new 
area and have assisted with a seamless 
transition over to the new building.  
Thank you for so quickly adapting to the 
procedures of the new space, which will 
ensure the safety and wellbeing of our 
ELC students.  

We request that parents enter and exit 
the ELC through the Byron Bay Drive entry 
only, so that children are safely signed 
in or out and accounted for at all times.  
Useful information, notes and so on will 
be displayed in the entry foyer to ensure 
that families are kept up to date with 
general happenings and any other infor-
mation.  By ensuring a safe and secure 
entry and exit we also aim to ensure that 
the children’s environment is as peace-
ful as possible and that staff are able to 
clearly sight and identify adult members 
of the ELC families.

The ELC is a purpose built facility for 
children in their Kindergarten year and 
is staffed accordingly.  As a result, we re-
quest that siblings do not enter the area 
unless they are in the immediate vicinity 
of their parent.  School age siblings must 
also enter and exit with parents via the 
Byron Bay Drive gate.  We thank you 
for your understanding that we follow 
clear guidelines and best practice in this 
regard, so as to ensure the safety of stu-
dents, meet strict compliance guidelines 
and to provide an environment that is 
dedicated first and foremost to the well-
being of our ELC students. 

If you, a friend or family member is 
interested in enrolling a child in our ELC 
please do not hesitate to make a time 
to speak with our Enrolment Officer, Ms 
Bronnie Lyrtzis. 
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Friend,

3PM May 6, 2017

BCS Function Rm Countess St. Paralowie SA

April 28, 2017

Edmund/Arlene 0411299475 ; 8280 3370
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COMMUNITY NEWS

FUTURE STARS
ACADEMY 

Alex	  Starling	  -‐ Premier	  League	  Men

Alex	  comes	  to	  North	  after	  very	  successful	  seasons	  
with	  Woodville,	  Warnambool,	  Southern	  Tigers	  and	  a	  
very	  decorated	  college	  basketball	  career.	  	  Alex	  will	  be	  
playing	  for	  our	  men	  this	  season	  and	  also	  runs	  his	  own	  
player	  development	  groups	  in	  the	  school	  holidays,	  
individuals	  &	  small	  group	  training.	  	  Alex	  will	  be	  

running	  this	  group	  each	  Sunday	  with	  help	  from	  other	  
Premier	  League	  players	  and	  coaches	  from	  the	  club.	  

THIS SKILLS ACADEMY IS AIMED TO OFFER EXTRA DEVELOPMENT ON 
BASIC SKILLS, GAME PLAY AND BASKETBALL IQ. THIS WILL BE RUN AS 

AN OPTIONAL EXTRA TO OUR FUTURE STARS LEAGUE AND IS ALSO 
OPEN TO PEOPLE FROM OUTSIDE OUR COMPETITION. 

WHO:  THIS IS OPEN TO ALL FUTURE STARS PARTICIPANTS, FRIENDS, 
FAMILY & NORTH ADELAIDE ASSOCIATED SCHOOLS

WHEN: SUNDAYS 12:30-1:30PM OF THE SCHOOL TERM

WHERE: KINGS BAPTIST GRAMMAR SCHOOL – WYNN VALE DRIVE

COST: $10.00 PER TERM FOR POCKET ROCKETS REGISTERED PLAYERS
& $20 PER TERM FOR NON-POCKET ROCKETS PLAYERS

EACH WEEK PLAYERS WILL NEED TO BRING A BALL & DRINK BOTTLE 

REGISTER  FOR  THIS  ACADEMY  VIA  EMAIL  TO:
FUTURESTARSLEAGUE@OUTLOOK.COM

  

 

 

 

 

KCO 2017 
Victor Harbor March 25-26th 

 

KCO is an overnight camp for kids who 
are 7 to 12 year olds. It is a major Uniting 
Church SA event attracting over a 
thousand people. KCO aims to assist kids 
to explore faith through their own 
discovery, encouraging sharing and 
relationships with their peers. At KCO kids 
enjoy a wide range of performances, 
activities, games, worship and music, 
based around a central theme. The theme 
aims to teach the campers about Jesus' 
life and teachings, in a manner that is 
understandable, appropriate to their 
context and, of course, incredibly fun. 

Parafield Gardens Uniting Church are 
taking a team down and would love to 
invite anyone who would like to join us. If 
you would like any further information or a 
registration form please talk to Alison 
McLeod in the front office as she will be 
attending as one of the leaders or her 
email contact is 
alison.mcleod@bethany.sa.edu.au 

RSVP by Tuesday the 13th of March. 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Holiday Care 
Bethany Christian School

Would a Holiday Care service benefit you and your family?

Dear Bethany Christian School Parent/Guardian,

Camp Australia in conjunction with Bethany Christian School is currently conducting a 
survey to determine the level of interest in offering a Holiday Care Service, on the school 
campus, during the school holidays.

We would like to encourage all parents to complete this brief survey to help us determine the 
viability of running this program. 

The survey will take approximately 3 minutes of your time.

Please visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/BethanyChristianSchool

To find out more information about our FUN, QUALITY, ENGAGING and SAFE before and 
after school care programs, please visit our website at www.campaustralia.com.au

Thank you for your participation in this survey.

Regards,

Camp Australia Team
p. 1300 105 343
www.campaustralia.com.au

Please click on the link below to complete the survey regarding a holiday care program 
here at Bethany Christian School.  The survey will only take a couple of minutes.



Bethany Christian School
Po Box 2125
Salisbury Downs SA 5108

37 Countess St
Paralowie, SA, 5108
www.bethany.sa.edu.au

P. 08 8283 0000
F. 08 8283 0101
E. office@bethany.sa.edu.au

TERM 1
Mon 6th February - Thu 13th April
TERM 2
Mon 1st May - Fri 7th July
TERM 3
Wed 26th July - Fri 29th September
TERM 4
Mon 16th October - Wed 13th 
December

2017 Term Dates

WEEKLY INFORMATION

IMPORTANT DATES

WEEKLY PE LESSONS MONDAY MORNING PRAISE

WHOLE SCHOOL WORSHIP 
10 - 10.30am

WEDNESDAY

PRIMARY CHAPEL  (Years 3 - 6)  
10.50 - 11.30am

JUNIOR PRIMARY CHAPEL  (R - 2)  
12.10 - 12.50pm

UNIFORM SHOP 2017

MONDAY 
8.15 - 10.30am  
TUESDAY 
8.15 - 10.30am 

WEDNESDAY 
CLOSED

THURSDAY 
2.00 - 4.00pm 

FRIDAY 
8.15 - 10.30am 

CHAPEL

TERM 1 2017

RD: Tuesday & Thursday
RG: Tuesday & Thursday
RHW: Monday & Tuesday
1D: Tuesday & Thursday
1T: Tuesday & Thursday
1B: Monday & Thursday
2Z: Monday & Friday
2P: Wednesday & Friday
2R: Monday & Wednesday
3L: Wednesday & Friday
3N: Wednesday & Friday
3T: Wednesday & Friday
4G: Monday & Tuesday
4WH: Monday & Tuesday
4WY: Monday & Tuesday
5P: Tuesday & Friday
5RK: Monday & Friday
5T: Tuesday & Friday
6H: Monday & Friday
6S: Tuesday & Friday
6T: Tuesday & Friday

CHAPEL

DATE EVENT
Monday 13th March Adelaide Cup Public Holiday

Thursday 16th March Police Beat Band Performance 10am

Friday 24th March Cross Country

Friday 31st March Para Districts Athletics

Mon 3rd to Fri 7th April Swimming Lessons for Rec and Year 1s

Thursday 6th April Parent  Teacher Interviews

Tuesday 11th April Parent Teacher Interviews

Thursday 13th April Early Dismissal 12.10pm

Monday 1st May First day of Term 2

Wed 3rd to Fri 5th May Year 4 Camp

Tues 9th to Thur 11th May NAPLAN

Thur 11 & Fri 12 May P & F Mother's Day Stall


